
Learning Activity:

General Characteristics of Crime and Criminals

In this learning activity you will analyze a particular crime in the United States.  You will compare its characteristics and occurrences to the same crime in another country.  You will be assigned a crime based on the first letter of your last name.  In researching your assigned crime you should rely heavily on reputable sources.  One suggested source is the Uniform Crime Report, a project of the FBI.  A second suggested source is the Bureau of Justice Statistics, which assists in the collection and analysis of the National Crime Victimization Survey. You may use other sources as well but if you do so, please ensure the references are reputable.  Clearly indicate what references you utilized in completing this assignment.  

	Box A:   You are assigned a crime based on the first letter of your last name.  Highlight and/or bold your assigned crime.

              A-D   Homicide                 I-L     Hate Crime                                Q-T    Rape and Sexual Assault
              E-H   Burglary                   M-P   Firearm Violence                      U-Z    Vehicle Theft

	Box B:   Define your assigned crime.  How common is your assigned crime in the United States?

Rape and Sexual Assault. 
Prior to 2013, the Federal Bureau of Investigation used the legacy UCR method in collecting information about rape cases. However, post 2013, the definition of rape and sexual abuse under the UCR defines rape as the “penetration, no matter how slight, of the vagina or anus with any body part or object, or oral penetration by a sex organ of another person, without the consent of the victim” (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 2020). Nonetheless, it is important to indicate that the data provided by the FBI includes both attempted and suspected rape and sexual violence acts. As of 2018, there have been over 139, 380 rape cases in the United States of America. 
Rape and sexual assault are prosecuted on the basis of 10 U.S. Code § 920 - Art. 120. Rape and sexual assault. This law describes the particulars that constitute rape and sexual abuse. 


	Box C:    How have occurrences of the assigned crime changed over time in the United States?  What are some potential factors that have contributed to this change?

The number of rape cases in 2018 was a staggering 139,000 cases, this number was a 2.7% higher than that of 2017 and 18.1% more than 2014 (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 2020). These estimations indicate an increase in the number of rape and sexual abuse cases in the American society. Additionally,1 in every 5 women compared to 1 in every 71 men is a victim of rape and sexual abuse in the USA. Typically, this also illustrates that women are 18.3% more vulnerable to being a victim of sexual violence (National Sexual Violence Resource Center, 2020). Potential factors that contribute to increasing rape include moral decadence, drug abuse, domestic violence, crime and poverty. 

	Box D:    How many arrests and/or convictions are made every year?  
In 2018, there were about a cumulative 139, 380 rape cases (Federal Bureau of Investigations, 2020). Typically, the USA has one of the highest number of rape cases with a rate of 30 rape cases for every 100,000 Americans. According to National Sexual Violence Resource Center (2020) rape and sexual violence cases formed 37.1% of all violent crimes in the USA. Additionally, about 70% of the women abused below 25 years old failed to report their first rape encounter. Additionally, there was a reduction in rape cases being reported to the police from 40% in 2017 to 25% in 2018. 


	Box E:    What are the demographical characteristics of this crime?  

In 11% of all rape cases, the perpetrator used a weapon to assault the victim. Additionally, among juvenile victims, 93% knew their abusers while 59% acknowledging they were acquaintances. In jail, 60% of all sexual abuse was conducted by institutional officers. Additionally, in every 1000 rape perpetrators; 370 had a felon, 520 get released on bail and only 70 are prosecuted for the crime. Furthermore, by 2013, rape and sexual violence had one of the highest number of convicts; accounting for over 12.1% of all prisons (Rainn, 2020).  


	Box F:      Compare the occurrences of this crime in the United States to the occurrences of the crime in a country similar to the United States. (A democratic industrialized nation)
The United states has better legislation and legal practice combatting rape and sexual violence than the United Kingdom. The USA has a 7% conviction rate of all rape perpetrator whereas UK had about 1.7% (Dearden, 2019). Nonetheless, it is imperative to indicate that the USA still remains one of the leading European countries with a staggering number of rape cases. 
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